The Infant Life Protection Act of 1897 is an Act to amend the law for the better protection of infant life, and it repealed the Infant Life Protection Act. of 1872. The 1897 Act makes it compulsory on every person retaining or receiving for hire.or reward in that behalf more than one infant under the age of.
five years for the purpose of nursing or maintaining such infants apart from their parents for a longer period, than forty-eight hours, to give notice thereof to the local authority within the forty-eight hours. Other provisions of this Act relate to notification of removal of infants, inspection of infants and premises, character of person in charge of such infants, notification of death to the coroner, etc. There are many defects in this Act, which I have pointed out on a previous occasion.* But the class of infant to which I now refer is not met by the above-mentioned Act. It is well known that in many of the manufacturing towns of Lancashire it is the custom to take the babies in the early morning to be nursed during the day whilst the mother is absent at the mill, and then to bring them back on the mother's return in the evening. Such children, therefore, are not apart from their parents for a longer period than 48 hours.
Also the Infant Life Protection Act does not contain any provision for regulating the placing out to nurse of single children.
The distances which these infants are carried twice daily, the amount of clothing in which they are wrapped for the journeys, the character and age of the woman in charge, the kind of house, the quality and quantity of food, vary considerably.
For the sake of the infant it is most undesirable that this possibility of variation should exist. However, so long as young married women work in the mills, either from choice or compulsion, so long must some provision be made for their infants to be nursed during the day; and it should be our duty to consider and take such steps as will ensure that these infants shall be looked after under the best conditions possible.
It 
